Lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma of the skin.
The histopathological findings of two cases of primary lymphoepithelioma-like carcinoma (LELC) of the skin occurring in two elderly Chinese individuals are presented. Microscopically, they were well circumscribed and were composed of irregular nests of malignant epithelial cells in a background of reactive lymphoid cells including mature plasma cells. A focus of epithelial dysplasia was noted in the adjacent epidermis in one case, suggesting that the LELC might have originated from the overlying epidermis. The epithelial nature of the tumors was confirmed by cytokeratin staining. In situ hybridization for Epstein-Barr virus-encoded RNA (EBER) showed that the tumor cells were uniformly negative, although positive signals were detected in scattered background lymphocytes in case 1. Our results confirm the previous observation that LELC of skin is not related to Epstein-Barr virus, even in Chinese subjects. Nevertheless, such negative findings may prove to be of diagnostic value in excluding the alternative more common diagnosis of metastatic nasopharyngeal carcinoma, which is uniformly positive for EBER.